chapter X
A BACKDOOR INTO BURMA
F
EW people probably are aware that along the whole frontier
of India and Burma extending for a distance of 700 miles
between the Bay of Bengal and Thibet, there is only one
practicable way across and that is by a mere bridle path, little
known and seldom travelled. This vast frontier region consists
of mountainous country densely covered in jungle and only
sparsely inhabited by primitive tribes. It is to all intents and
purposes inaccessible. Travellers between the two countries—
India and Burma—use the sea route between Calcutta and
Rangoon. To reach the Indian end of this one overland track
the traveller must journey far. Even the shortest route requires
600 miles of rail and 140 by motor-car from Calcutta before
Imphal, the capital of Manipur State is reached. Across the
Burmese frontier, when the few days by pony or on foot are
accomplished, the traveller will find himself on the banks of the
Upper Chindwin river, the great tributary of the Irrawaddy,
400 miles north-west of Mandalay and 900 miles above Rangoon,
Yet the venture offers no dangers and few difficulties if the
ordinary precautions of jungle travel are observed. Certain
comforts must be dispensed with of course and a little fatigue
endured. The actual track is good, a path cut up the steep hill-
sides along the mountain crests and through the unceasing jungle.
It is worn hard by the feet of native tribesmen who come across
in single file, engaged in transporting local products or migrating
in search of work ; but even they are few and far between. Often
hours pass without meeting a human being. Nor for the greater
part of the way are villages found. Now and again a collection of
miserable huts marks a settlement of Naga tribesmen.
A motor-lorry took my little band of porters, my Indian
servant and myself, with bedding and some stores, from Imphal
to the foot of the mountains to the south-east, where the track
leaves the spreading Manipur valley to climb the frontier hills—
a distance of about thirty miles. There we found a pony and a
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